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Clefting is one of the most common birth defects and one of the most reparable. Yet parents of

clefted newborns often initially respond with fear, shock, and despair. This first guide written

specifically for parents explains what a cleft is, why it occurs, and what can be done about it. Topics

include surgical procedures, financial assistance, emotional impact, and forming support groups.
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I am an older sibling of a child with a cleft and I found this book to be helpful in so many ways when

re-searching what was going to be done to my baby brother. It used enough technical terms to

explain what was going on, but it also explained things as well. I know that my mother would often

read the chapter called Aiden; One child's story when she needed to find hope for her own son. I

would recommend this book to everyone whether they are researching clefts or they have a family

member who has a cleft. This is a wonderful book that was so extrememly helpful to both me and

my family and well as other mom's I've talked to around the country.

I read this book before my son was born. I very much related to the mom who wrote this book. She

shared in the book many of the same feelings I was experiencing. There was also excellent

information provided. This book gave me many things to think about before my son's birth. I had a

chance to look into different types of special bottles and have them ordered and on hand before he

was born. This book really helped me deal and understand the emotions I would experience as well

as the medical situations he would go through. I would highly recommend this book to all new



parents of cleft-affected children.

I bought this book when my child was diagnosed with a cleft lip at her 20 week ultrasound. The

information is very helpful and accuratly describes the emotions I was having at the time of

diagnosis. This is a great resource to get for anyone looking for answers in regards to what to

expect with a cleft child.
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